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December 7, 1941, the “day that 
will live in infamy,” exploded on the 
United States igniting hysterical passions. 
General John L. DeWitt, Western Defense 
Commander, U.S. Army, filed a report 
accusing Japanese Americans of engaging in 
espionage and disloyal conduct. Japanese 
Americans were said to be signaling with 
lights and by radio to Japanese submarines 
lying off the West Coast. 

Less than three months after General 
DeWitt’s warning, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 
on February 19, 1942, which empowered 
the Secretary of War to single out Japanese 
Americans, expel them from their homes 
and businesses, and incarcerate them in 
internment camps.

Approximately 120,000 Japanese 
American men, women and children in the 
states of California, Oregon and Washington 
were rounded up. Without specific charges 
or hearings, the government herded them 
out to the remotest parts of Utah, California, 
Arizona, Wyoming and Arkansas, where 
they lived in barracks and tents (with little 
privacy), surrounded by barbed wire and 
watched over by armed sentry guards.

General DeWitt’s reports of Japanese 
Americans’ disloyalty were, however, being 
disputed. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover sent 
a secret six-page memo to Attorney General 
Francis Biddle in which he ridiculed 
General DeWitt’s conclusions. Hoover 
said, “Every complaint in this regard has 
been investigated, but in no case has any 
information been obtained which would 
substantiate the allegation.” AG Biddle and 
Colorado Governor Ralph L. Carr agreed 
with the Director.

Nevertheless, the government 
convinced the U.S. Supreme Court that 
the Japanese Americans were security 
risks, and so it was a military necessity to 

round them up and incarcerate them. The 
Justice Department attorneys were aware 
that General DeWitt’s allegations were “in 
conflict with information in possession of 
the Department of Justice.” (Source: Asian 
American Studies Institute)

Mr. Hoover was instructed to comply. 
Fortunately, the Director had already 
selected an exceptional gentleman to 
reopen the Honolulu FBI Office as the 
clouds of war gathered — SAC Robert L. 
Shivers. 

Born in 1895 in Tennessee, the fifth 
of ten children, his father was postmaster 
of Cheatham County in Ashland City, TN. 
He was raised in the segregated south in a 
family with roots in the Confederacy. He 
heard boyhood tales from Civil War veterans 
of “the cause” and “the disgraceful and 
shameful catalogue of disasters” heaped on 
the Old South. Robert joined the U.S. Army 
in 1918 and served in France during World 
War I. Returning home, he worked for the 
U.S. Post Office and as an investigator. 
Despite having no education past high 
school, he was accepted into the Bureau of 
Investigation on November 3, 1921. Early 
in his career in the Nashville Division, 
Shivers was suspended for ten months 
based on accusations that he distributed 
political literature and lacked judgement. 
After an investigation, he was reinstated 
and his accusers were admonished. But, 
in view of the poisonous atmosphere, 
Hoover transferred him out of Tennessee to 
nine different field divisions in eight years, 
three of them as SAC. Shivers investigated 
multiple types of crimes and produced 
well-written comprehensive reports. While 
some persons described him as taciturn, 
which weighed against promotion, others 
praised his skills as an investigator and his 
diplomatic ability when engaging others, 
which created a favorable impression. At 
the Bureau, Edward Tamm, a close advisor 
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to the Director, praised Shiver’s telephone tapping ability, 
despite his lack of technical training. Shivers had tapped 
Tamm’s telephone within three hours and reported back 
his conversations. At one point in this odyssey, Shivers 
was demoted from SAC, Pittsburgh, and sent to Miami 
because of hypertension and other heart problems. It was 
believed a lighter work load might help. The Director took 
an interest in his welfare. He wrote Shivers, praising him 
for loyalty given and received and averred that he would 
always have a place in the FBI notwithstanding his health 
conditions. When Shivers’ symptoms abated, he was made 
an SAC again in Little Rock. In 1939, when he was sent to 
Hawai’i, Shivers was outwardly an unlikely choice as SAC, 
Honolulu — not your typical Old South assignment.

Shivers arrived in Honolulu on August 23, 1939, with 
his wife, Corinne, to reestablish an FBI presence in the 
Territory of Hawai’i. The first Field Office there opened in 
April 1931, but was closed in 1934. Reopened in 1937, 
it was closed again after four months to save money. To 
begin, Shivers rented office space to house his staff of two 
Agents and one stenographer in the Dillingham Building, 
walking distance from the “Iolani Palace” — seat of 
government. A Big Five executive rented him a home at 
4047 Black Point Road, east of the Diamond Head crater. 

Described later as the single most pivotal individual 
on the domestic security side of Hawai’i’s history, a military 
intelligence officer described Shivers as “a small, soft-
spoken man with an expression of utter guilelessness, the 
last person one would expect, at first sight, to be an Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.” Shivers reported to 
Hoover the Caucasians of Hawai’i were “utterly cold” to 
the FBI presence and “felt we were not needed here and 
were completely disinterested.” 

Shivers had never dealt with Asians before his arrival in a 
territory where 37% of the population was of Japanese origin (a 
quarter of those aliens), 26% Caucasian, 15% Hawaiian or part 
Hawaiian, 13% Filipino, 7% Chinese, 1.5% Korean and less 
than 1% “others.” Shivers advised Hoover that the various Asian 
communities “were most reticent and said nothing to indicate 
how they felt other than to avoid all contact with this office.”

The cultural shock must have been profound. At the 
suggestion of a university professor, Robert and Corinne took a 
Japanese American student from Maui into their home where 
she was given room and board in return for helping with 
housework. Corinne balked at the idea of taking in an Asian at 
first, but they accepted Shizue Kobotake. Shizue welcomed the 
chance to join their household as she started her sophomore 
year at the University of Hawai’i. Shizue soon became close 
to Corinne who asked her questions about life in the Japanese 
American community, their views of Christianity and Buddhism, 
the role of Shintoism, and how the Emperor was regarded. 
Corrine learned Shizue believed that being an American was 
central to her identity. Robert had trouble with pronouncing 
Shizue so he renamed her Sue. He gave her driving lessons. 
She scraped his car — no matter. Soon Sue was so much a part 
of the family they introduced her as their adopted daughter. It 
turned into a lifelong friendship. When Sue married years later, 
Shivers walked “his daughter” down the aisle as Corrine sat in 
the front row. She became Sue Isonaga whose children called 
Corrine “mom.” From this beginning, Asians were welcomed 
early on into the Shivers’ home, including men who became 
key to the networks he was building.

To learn about Hawai’i, Shivers travelled about the islands, 
meeting with local officials and leaders as he needed to 
appraise all the factors bearing upon the internal security of 
the islands. He found a very complex racial situation resulting 
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from the large ethnic groups like the Chinese, Koreans and Filipinos 
whose homelands had long been or surely would come under the heel 
of the Japanese Army in the impending event of war. They harbored 
an undercurrent of suspicion and growing fear of the behavior of 
the Japanese population in Hawai’i. Shivers later testified “it was 
readily apparent that unless all the racial groups were held together 
and worked together as a united community in a common effort, not 
only would Hawai’i’s contribution in the event of war be seriously 
hampered, but it would be most difficult, if not impossible, to maintain 
the internal security of these islands and free the Army and Navy for 
their main task of prosecuting the war against the enemy, without the 
necessity of using part of their forces in maintaining order behind the 
lines among the civilian population.” 

An independent nation until its annexation by the United States 
in 1898, the Kingdom of Hawai’i sought workers from Japan. In 1885 
the Emperor approved Queen Kamehameha’s request. The first arrivals, 
those born in Japan were called Issei. The Emperor expected them to 
remain loyal to Japan. The first generation born in Hawai’i was called 
Nisei. Yet when Hawai’i was annexed, none became U.S. citizens 
because of the Japanese Exclusion Act. In 1924, the law was changed 
to grant citizenship to Nisei born in Hawai’i. 

To form a united front within the population, a complete survey 
would be conducted by the FBI, together with intelligence officers 
from the Army and Navy to determine if the long-held suspicions of 
the loyalty of the Japanese population were valid. One of the findings 
of the FBI study was that the remaining Issei (a sizeable percentage) 
had become loyal to the U.S. as their new homeland. They were not 
the “fifth column” as some feared. 

Into the existing polyglot Asian mix of citizenry, with the German 
invasion of Poland in 1939 and the Japanese spreading war in China, 
the President ordered an aircraft carrier battle group to Pearl Harbor. 
The arrival of military units and construction workers swelled the 
population of O’ahu. 

Shivers’ work to establish an FBI presence in 
Hawai’i in the face of many daunting challenges 
leaped in importance when two weeks after his 
arrival President Roosevelt designated the FBI 
as the coordinator of intelligence agencies. The 
Honolulu Star Bulletin quoted Hoover as saying 
that Shivers and the FBI were in charge. This was 
news to the U.S. Army and Navy but, despite the 
tiny size of Shiver’s staff, the Army sent him the 
files of 125 individuals they believed should be 
investigated. Bureaucratic struggles ensued. At the 
Washington, DC level, the view of the situation in 
Hawai’i held by the Office of Naval Intelligence 
(ONI) was that the Japanese American community 
was their main concern. They complained to the 
Bureau that the few FBI Agents in Hawai’i lacked 
Japanese speaking ability (true), understanding 
of the background and had difficulty assimilating 
ONI information. They based their apprehensions 
on reporting by a claimed network of hundreds 
of informants. The Director reversed his position 
over Shivers’ objections and ONI resumed a lead 
position in domestic security. On the ground in 
Hawai’I, ONI made plans to oversee not only 
naval personnel but “to cover Japanese activities 
pertaining to espionage, sabotage, subversive 
activities and general intelligence.” They informed 
Shivers they would open branch offices on Maui, 
Hawaii and Kauai, but apparently never did so. A 
central figure to ONI’s conceptions was a medical 

Prisoners of War in Garden at Honouliuli
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doctor named Cecil Coggins who 
fancied himself an expert on Japanese 
subversive activities. He wrote a 
report about his suspicions of the 
activities of Japanese fishing boats off 
California and sent it to the chief of 
obstetrics at a naval hospital. The report 
reached ONI, which asked Coggins 
to write a manual on how to pursue 
intelligence investigations. Coggins 
also sent monthly letters to officers of 
the Pacific Fleet. Describing him as a 
health, recreation and morale officer, 
the U.S. Navy appointed him in 1937 
a member of the Venereal Disease 
Control Committee of the Territory of 
Hawai’i. Working with the ONI office 
on Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Coggins 
did assemble a network of more than 
100 Nisei, but finally concluded the 
“Nisei were just itching to prove they 
were good Americans.” Coggins later 
turned his network over to Ford Island 
and went on to other things. 

Shivers continued working with 
military intelligence. He presided over 
weekly meetings with ONI and Army 
Intelligence. As ONI receded from 
the scene, Shivers strengthened his 
relationship with the Army. Lt. Gen. 

Walter Short, Commanding General, 
Hawai’i Department, designated 
Col. M.W. Marston, Chief of Army 
Intelligence (G-2), to work with the 
FBI. Shivers worked closely with G-2 
throughout the coming years. 

FBI Honolulu was receiving a 
stream of grim news from the Bureau 
of the increasing likelihood of war 
with Japan. With FBI staff limited, ONI 
and the Honolulu Police Department 
were closely monitoring the Japanese 
Consulate. Parallel to his official 
relations with the Army and Navy, 
ever since his arrival in the islands, 
Shivers continually sought out civilians 
who could aid him in assessing the 
population’s reaction in the event of 
war. 

Following his tours of the islands 
and his talking to plantation owners 
and businessmen, Shivers was 
frustrated and complained “I got just as 
many different answers as the number 
of people I talked to.” He added 
“The haole (Caucasian) population 
in Hawai’i was not in a position to 
give any accurate information about 
the Japanese populace because there 
was very little intercourse between 

the two.” He decided “to start from 
scratch.”

Charles Hemenway arrived in 
Hawai’i to teach in the early 1900s 
from Vermont. He rose quickly in 
The Five companies (a group of 
what started as sugarcane processing 
corporations), becoming a member 
of several boards of directors. As 
an educator, he wrote the articles 
of incorporation of the University 
of Hawai’i and served for decades 
as a regent. From his vantage point 
in society, he came to know many 
outstanding individuals from disparate 
ethnic backgrounds. “The University of 
Hawai’i together with McKinley High 
School, the YMCA and church groups 
had become melting pots for different 
racial groups.” McKinley High School 
had ROTC where Nisei students trained 
and would later join the U.S. Army. 
Shivers met Charles Hemenway during 
a meeting with six white businessmen. 
Shivers asked if he could recommend 
a few persons of Japanese ancestry he 
could vouch for without reservations. 
Hemenway replied “How many do 
you want, 500?” Shivers asked for six. 
Hemenway said he would introduce 
Shivers to “six Americans as loyal 
as any of us here.” Shivers soon met 
Clifton Yamamoto, an insurance 
executive and past president of the 
Hawaiian Japanese Civic Association 
(HJCA); Masatochi Katagiri of similar 
background president-elect of HJCA; 
Jack Wakayama, HJCA president; 
Shunzo Sakamaki, a well-known 
professor of Okinawan History at the 
University of Hawai’i and Thomas 
Kurihara, an employee of the City and 
County of Honolulu. 

Burns, Shivers and Director 
Hoover understood something 
that the officialdom in 
Washington — both civilian 
and military — did not. That 
the Japanese populace of 
Hawaii was loyal to the United 
States.

Sand Island, 1942

Barracks Flooded by rain

Barracks were used for Detainees
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At this group’s first meeting, Shivers told them he did 
not want a counterespionage organization. He needed the 
considered, frank opinions of absolutely loyal Americans who 
would talk to him freely about every aspect of life among the 
Japanese population of Hawai’i. He specifically said he did 
not want the names of suspected individuals. It was a matter 
of becoming acquainted and developing a level of trust. With 
their help, Shivers learned “something of the Japanese mind” 
which helped him break out of the haole mindset and better 
understand not only the Japanese point of view but that of 
other races. Through this group, he became attached to their 
friends and acquaintances of Chinese and Hawaiian ancestry 
and entertained them in his home. From weekly meetings 
with these contacts, Shivers later testified “the information 
which we were able to secure from these men through their 
keen insight into the psychology of the Japanese people in 
Hawai’i and their accurate and wide knowledge of what went 
on among them helped immeasurably in our appraisal of the 
situation and in taking the necessary preparatory steps prior 
to Pearl Harbor.” This advisory group spawned other working 
groups: The Oah’u Citizens Committee for Home Defense 
and the Committee for Inter-Racial 
Unity in Hawai’i. The latter group was 
formed at a meeting called by a man of 
Chinese origin at the time the Japanese 
Army was pillaging China. 

The support from these groups 
was critical to the FBI’s mission in 
Hawai’i. The office was inundated with 
work. The Police Contact Group was 
formed by the Honolulu PD under the 
command of Captain John A. Burns a 
rather rebellious, Army-brat rough and 
tumble Irishman, veteran of the U.S. Army, who worked his 
way up in the HPD, overcoming his known disdain for the 
haole “attitude.” Burns prided himself on his understanding 
of the Japanese and others gained from growing up in a 
mixed neighborhood of Honolulu. Three of his group spoke 
Japanese — one was Japanese American. Their job was to 
help the FBI through liaison with the local populace designed 
to prepare them for what would be expected from them in 
case of war. As time progressed, more of the FBI workload 
was passed along to Burns who personally led the five-
member Police Espionage Unit working with Shivers daily. 
Burns, Shivers and Director Hoover understood something 
that the officialdom in Washington — both civilian and 
military — did not. That the Japanese populace of Hawaii 
was loyal to the United States. After the war, Burns wanted 
Shivers to be elected Governor of Hawai’i; he was the 
potential Republican nominee when he died in 1950. Shivers 
was never to be elected, but Burns was. He later served three 
consecutive terms as Governor. Burns is another example 
of Shiver’s ability to seek out and surround himself with 
outstanding individuals.

Burns recalled being ushered into Shiver’s office in 

December 1941. “With tears in his eyes,” Shivers told Burns 
in confidence that the United States and Japan would soon 
be at war — an attack could occur somewhere possible 
within a week. He was not to mention these details, but he 
was instructed to begin watching the mood in the Japanese 
community for any hint of an impending attack — “if they 
were expecting something.” 

At this point the Honolulu Office was staffed by SAC 
Shivers, ASAC Wayne Murphy, 14 Special Agents, one radio 
operator, eight clerical and stenographic personnel and one 
Japanese translator. 

At 7:55 AM on Sunday, December 7, 1941, 22-year-
old radio operator Dwayne Logan Eskridge was alone in the 
Honolulu FBI office gun vault adjusting his radio transmitter. 
The Arizona native had a life-long fascination with short wave 
radio. The FBI used short wave stations in many locations. 
Hawaii was a key spot. During the night, Eskridge passed 
the time exchanging messages with Jim Corbett in the San 
Diego Office. Alerted by the sound of explosions, Eskridge 
and clerk Sullivan raced up to the roof transfixed by the sight 
of fighter aircraft passing overhead towards Pearl Harbor so 

low the features of the pilots could be 
seen through the canopies. Eskridge ran 
below and radioed Corbett to stand by 
for an “urgent and important message.” 
Corbett replied and Eskridge tapped out 
the attack message for immediate relay 
to Washington. He remained at his post 
for 62 hours. 

At his home east of the city, Shivers 
was called to the phone by Sue Isonaga 
at 8:25 am. He was preparing to host 
a meeting of his Emergency Services 

Committee, community leaders who met regularly to discuss 
issues from the growing threat of war. Capt. Bernard Van 
Kuren, Chief of Detectives, briefed him on the damage 
inflicted by the attack. Shivers told his wife, Corrine, to 
telephone his staff to report to the office, then seek safe 
shelter for herself and Sue. He careened his car through 
Honolulu streets to the Dillingham Building. He was joined 
by Col. George Bicknell, the G-2 Commander, who had 
relocated his staff to the Dillingham Building from Schofield 
Barracks to cooperate more closely with the FBI. There was 
also a telephone link to ONI at the Navy Yard. 

About 9:00 am, Shivers reached Quinn Tamm at the 
Bureau to inform him the attack was continuing and that he 
had ordered disconnection of the telephones at the Japanese 
Consulate and the isolation of its staff by the Honolulu 
PD. As the day went on, the casually-dressed Nago Kita, 
the Japanese Consul General, emerged from the consulate 
carrying his golf clubs as if nothing had happened. A police 
officer escorted him back inside. When it became apparent 
files were being burned within the consulate, the building 
was seized and files were recovered by FBI Agents and police 
passed to ONI for cryptographic analyses. 

“There was not one single act of 
sabotage committed against the 
war effort in Hawai’i during the 
course of the entire war. Nor was 
there any fifth column activity in 
existence or in evidence here.” 
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Territorial Governor Joseph Poindexter called Shivers in 
shock. An unexploded anti-aircraft shell had landed in his 
driveway. John Burns was listening in on an extension. The 
Governor said his Attorney General was asking him to sign 
the Territorial Government over to the military. However the 
Legislature had just given him extraordinary powers in the 
event of an emergency. He asked Shivers’ advice on which 
action to take. Shivers referred him to the U.S. Attorney. 
Thirty minutes later, Poindexter signed over his powers to 
the military. President Roosevelt ratified the order. There is 
also a story of Lt. General Short and his Adjutant General 
personally demanding he relinquish his power to the U.S. 
Army. 

Shivers telephoned members of his advisory group of 
leading citizens and requested them to get out into the city 
and report to him about the reaction of the citizenry to the 
attack. They did so. Others called the office offering to help. 
No verified reports of subversive activities materialized. 

Over the years, since his arrival in Honolulu, under 
legislation passed by Congress, the FBI together with G-2 
had been identifying locals who fit criteria for detention 
as enemy aliens plus certain Hawaiian-born citizens of 
Japanese ancestry. There had been numerous disagreements 
between ONI, G-2 and the FBI during the process at the 
national and local levels. The main struggle for Shivers was 
between the people in Hawai’i and those in Washington, 

who envisioned large segments of the Japanese population 
as prepared to support the enemy and who needed to be 
interned. Shivers stood firmly for limited internment of 
only key persons, who definitely fit the criteria ordered. 
Shivers’ staff had prepared three plans based on where the 
initial attack occurred. A flash message arrived from Hoover 
about 4:00 pm. It contained an order signed by President 
Roosevelt requiring the arrest of all Japanese aliens listed 
for custodial detention. A letter also arrived from Lt. 
General Short ordering the arrests. So ill-prepared were 
Shivers, Bicknell and Burns that they began to manually 
review the index cards of candidates for detention. As each 
name was read, the three men would decide. If two voted 
for apprehension the decision stood. Within 48 hours, 391 
Japanese aliens had been arrested by the U.S. Army or FBI 
Agents. 

Lt. General Short was swiftly relieved as commander 
in Hawai’i. His replacement, General Delos C. Emmons 
arrived in Hawai’i on December 16, 1941, effectively in 
full command of the islands. An experienced senior officer, 
who commanded the Army Air Corps in Hawai’i from 
1934 to 1936, Emmons believed the Japanese posed an 
imminent danger and wanted aggressive action. Robert 
Shivers and Charles Hemenway convinced him he was 
wrong. Most people in Hawai’i later gave Emmons high 
praise contrasting him favorably versus General John L. 

Sand Island Internment Camp, 1942

Tents behind fence. Tents were used for Prisoners of War.
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DeWitt, Army commander on the West 
Coast massive roundup mentioned in the 
opening paragraphs. Some called the very 
different final internment results in Hawai’i 
“A Tale of Two Generals.”

Robert L. Shivers retired from the FBI 
in 1943 for reasons of health. One of the 
Chinese members of Shivers’ Inter-Racial 
Committee told Eleanor Roosevelt about 
Shivers’ contributions to racial peace in 
Hawai’i. She penned a note to FDR, who 
immediately appointed him Collector of 
Customs for Hawai’i. It was in that capacity 
Shivers testified on cooperation between 
various racial groups and constituted 
authorities before and after December 
7, 1941, before the Sub-Committee 
on Statehood of the U.S. House of 
Representatives at the Iolani Palace January 
15, 1946. He reviewed his work at SAC 
gathering committees to study the racial 
situation and work for maintaining order 
in case of war. As concrete evidence of 
the actual size of the disloyal group, he 
pointed out that from December 7, 1941, 
until the end of hostilities only 1,441 
persons of Japanese ancestry in Hawai’i 
were picked up for internment, “or less 
than 0.9% which is less than one percent 
of the total alien and citizen population 
of Japanese ancestry. This group may be 
broken down to show that of the total 
interned, 879 were Japanese aliens. Of 
those 879 aliens 301 were subsequently 
released or paroled after being brought 
before hearing boards.” Of 534 American 
citizens of Japanese ancestry interned, 160 
were released or paroled. In the citizen 
group, there were 468 Kibeis (Niseis born 
in the U.S. who went to Japan for their 
education) plus 28 persons who renounced 
their U.S. citizenship. This means there 
were 980 citizen and alien Japanese who 
were actually interned and sent to war 
relocation camps on the mainland; this 
from a population of 120,000 citizens and 
40,000 aliens of Japanese ancestry in the 
islands. Shivers argued that this record 
of loyalty augured well for the future of 
the territory or state. He also testified 
“There was not one single act of sabotage 
committed against the war effort in Hawai’i 
during the course of the entire war. Nor was 
there any fifth column activity in existence 
or in evidence here.” 

Barracks at Honouliuli Internment Camp

Photo by R.H. Lodge. Courtesy of Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai’i/AR19 Archival Collection

SAC Robert L. Shivers’ accomplishments in a community where he 
arrived as a complete stranger were remarkable. Starting with little more 
than gumption, persistence, intelligence and compassion, he created an FBI 
presence with enormous positive influence on society in Hawai’i far beyond 
its size and in a time of tension and peril. Robert L. Shivers was a peace 
maker. 

Sources:
A very special thanks to Society Historian Ray Batvinis who made available an article he had 
written on the subject.

How Hawai’i Changed America – The Campaign for Equal Treatment of Japanese Americans 
in the War Against Japan by Tom Coffman. 

The Asian American Studies Institute of the University of Connecticut

We would like to thank Marcia 
Kemble, Tokioka Heritage Resource 
Center Manager for the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii for her 
assistance in providing photos of 
the Japanese internment camps on 
Oahu. In this photo, she is holding 
the book, “These Americans: The 
Japanese in the Hawaiian Islands in 
World War II by John Rademaker, 
opened to a page with a photo of 
Shivers. 

The blue pamphlet is entitled 
as follows: Robert Shiver Statement 
Before Sub-Committee on statehood, 
U.S. House of Representatives at 
Iolani Palace, Honolulu January 15, 
1946.The further title is Cooperation 
of Various Racial Groups with Each 
Other and with the Constituted Authorities Before and After December 7, 1941.
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by Ray Batvinis (1972-1997)
Historical Committee Chair

(This is a reprint of the first Grapevine 
history column. Ray Batvinis, the 
Society Historian, is the coordinator 
of the monthly history articles. If you 
are interested in writing on a historical 
case, you may reach Ray at rbatvinis@
aol.com.)
 

At 7:55 on the morning of 
Dec. 7, 1941, 22-year-old Dwayne 
Logan Eskridge was in the Honolulu 
FBI office, sitting alone at his radio 
transmitter in a gun vault — spinning 
dials, checking frequencies and 
tightening wires. 

Eskridge was a quiet country kid; 
born in Nebraska and raised in Tempe, 
AZ, a dusty little cowboy town just six 
miles from downtown Phoenix. His 
Methodist parents came to Arizona 
from other parts of the country. His 
mother, Claudia, was born in 1888 
in the tiny town of Hastings, NE. 
After graduating from the Nebraska 
Conservatory of Music in 1914, she 
moved to Arizona where she married 
Vernon “Mike” Eskridge two years later. 
After getting her teaching credentials 
at the Tempe Normal School followed 
by a college degree at the Tempe State 
Teachers College, she began a 30-
year teaching career. Mike Eskridge, 
a Kentuckian, arrived in Arizona as a 
railroad employee. Later he worked 
as an accountant for a copper mining 
company in the dusty little western 
Arizona town of Ray. After a short stay 
in Pioneer, AZ, he moved his young 
family to Tempe where he served for 
years as a municipal judge and later 
as property manager for Arizona State 
University. 

Dwayne Logan Eskridge was born 
on Sept. 11, 1919, in Hastings. As a 
child he moved from one small town 
to another, attending schools made 
up primarily of Mexican children — 

with his mother teaching the class. 
Young Dwayne, now fluent in Spanish, 
completed grammar school at the Ira 
L. Payne College Training School and 
Tempe Union High School in 1936. 
As a teenager, he joined Troop 78 of 
the Boy Scouts of America rising by 
the age of 15 to Eagle Scout with Palm. 
As a 17-year-old scout counselor at 
the Roosevelt Scout Camp Geronimo 
near Payson, AZ, he instructed younger 
scouts in marksmanship, swimming, 
electrical signaling and radio. 

It was probably during these early 
years that his life-long fascination 
with the wonders of shortwave radio 
started with an Aero Short Wave set 
available by mail order for $5.95. 
When not doing chores, homework, 
or serving as an Eagle Scout he could 
usually be found tinkering with wires, 
adjusting knobs, studying his Morse 
Code and saving his pennies for 
necessary radio tubes manufactured by 
the Neotron Company shipped in their 
own “attractive container.” Today he 
would be considered a “techno-nerd,” 
his son Rod later recalled, spending 
hour after hour tapping out messages, 
day and night, to stations like WMI at 
Deal, NJ; XDA at Mexico City; 3KAA in 
Leningrad; or JIAA in Tokyo. He spent 
many hours at his local public library 
poring over tattered copies of amateur 
radio magazines filled with engrossing 
articles that grabbed the imagination 
of a youngster eager to learn about a 
larger world. 

After high school Eskridge enrolled 
at Tempe State Teachers College where 
he majored in chemistry and education 
with minors in mathematics and 
radio. Additional training in public 
speaking and dramatics rounded out 
his education before receiving his 
degree in education in May 1940. For 
the next year, while teaching seventh 
grade in Miami, AZ, he took night 
courses in meteorology, principles of 
navigation, and basic theory of flight at 

a ground school sponsored by the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration. 

In early August 1941 he boarded 
an eastbound bus in Phoenix for a 
cross-country journey to Washington, 
DC. A new job with the FBI awaited 
him — starting Aug. 14, 1941. 

Already a skilled amateur radio 
operator, a talent in short supply in 
the Bureau, Eskridge was quickly 
assigned to the Laboratory Division 
under the supervision and tutelage 
of Ivan Willard Conrad, a seven-year 
FBI veteran. The 31-year-old Conrad 
was a pioneer in FBI communications 
— he joined the FBI as a document 
examiner before turning to radio 
communications research and 
receiving an appointment as a Special 
Agent in 1936. During the second half 
of the 1930s he introduced a number 
of technical innovations including the 
first radio automobile communication 
with a central monitoring station. In 
1940 he supervised highly secret radio 
transmissions between the FBI’s first 
double agent in New York and his 
German Abwehr superiors in Hamburg, 
Germany. With war looming in August 
1941, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered Conrad to lead an emergency 
effort linking Washington by high 

“Just My Luck”

Dwayne Logan Eskridge
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frequency radio with strategic field offices, particularly Juneau, AL; San Juan, PR; and 
Honolulu. 

Over the next four months Conrad and Eskridge traveled to the San Diego estate 
of Herbert Hoover, Jr., son of the former president, where they installed a powerful 
radio relay station on a remote stretch of his property capable of reaching Juneau 
and Honolulu. Following a final test of the station in mid-November 1941, Director 
Hoover ordered both men to Honolulu to set up a similar system.

Traveling by ship, they arrived in Hawaii just two weeks before the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. A shortage of suitable sites forced them to set-up the system in the 
FBI office on the second floor of the Dillingham Building in downtown Honolulu 
— in a walk-in vault used for weapons and ammunitions storage that doubled as a 
photographic dark room. Following completion of the station Conrad returned to 
Washington leaving Eskridge behind to handle last minute testing before the system 
went on line. Unbeknownst to Eskridge, Director Hoover had permanently assigned 
him to Honolulu on Dec. 1, 1941, as the Honolulu Division’s first full time radio 
operator and technician.

Honolulu FBI Radio Gun Vault July 1942

Alone on the morning of Dec. 
7, in the cramped, makeshift radio 
room, Eskridge began sending test 
messages to Jim Corbitt, a radio 
technician standing by at the new 
San Diego relay station. Alerted 
by sounds of explosions at 7:55 
am, Eskridge and Frank Sullivan, 
another young FBI office clerk, 
ran up the stairs to the roof, where 
they were transfixed at the sight of 
fighter planes with big red zeros 
plainly visible on their wings 
skirting just a few feet overhead, 
heading in the direction of the 
Navy anchorage at Pearl Harbor. 
A half a century later Eskridge still 
recalled his disbelief that he could 
clearly see the pilots’ facial features 
through the canopy as they zoomed 
past. 

Quickly gathering his wits, 
Eskridge raced back to his radio, 
hoping that Corbitt was still at the 
other end to receive his warning 
that the United States was under 
Japanese attack. As the deafening 
noise increased, Eskridge frantically 
flashed, “WFBB from WFNB, if you 
are still there, stand by for a very 
urgent and important message.” 
After moments of seemingly endless 
agony Corbitt flashed his response. 
Eskridge then tapped out the 
attack message to the mainland, 
which was immediately relayed 
to Washington. Eskridge, the only 
radio technician in the office, 
remained at his station for the next 
62 hours.

 Ray Batvinis on the roof of the Dillingham Building where the original 
FBI office was located on the day of the attack. This is the view Eskridge saw 
when he ran to the roof after hearing the sounds of explosions and planes 
flying overhead. Over Ray’s shoulder is the Aloha Tower with Pearl Harbor 
in the foreground. Eskridge would have seen Japanese fighter planes whiz-
zing by him and black smoke rising up in the distance. He may have even 
began getting whiffs of the odor of the burning oil fueling the fire.

Photo courtesy of Clint Perreira, the Dillingham Building 
Superintendant. 
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“A Day that will live in infamy.” Today, 
every American instantly recognizes that 
most memorable phrase from President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech on Monday, 
December 8, 1941 before a joint session 
of Congress just one day after the surprise 
Japanese attack on the U.S. naval anchor-
age at Pearl Harbor, HI. Giving voice to an 
unspeakable tragedy that cost more than 
2,400 lives, the president’s stirring remarks 
launched America into a war to the end with 
the Empire of Japan.

It was the history-making enormity 
of that event 75 years ago this month that 
brought together the FBI’s Honolulu Division 
with the Society of Former Special Agents of 
the FBI for a conference on November 21, 
2016. Following welcoming remarks by Paul 
Delacourt, the Special Agent in Charge,  Dan-
iel Martinez offered the audience a fascinating 
look at Japanese espionage in and around 
Honolulu in the days and weeks leading up to 
the attack. Mr. Martinez, an officer with the 
National Park Service, is the Chief Historian 
with the World War II Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument — the home of the USS 
Arizona Memorial.

His remarks focused on Tadeshi 
Morimura, a 27-year-old Japanese vice-consul 
who had only arrived at the consulate in 
March 1941. Morimura, was, in fact, Tadeshi 
Yoshikawa, a 1933 graduate of the Japanese 
naval academy and an intelligence officer. 
Precluded from active combat for health 
reasons, Yoshikawa moved into intelligence 
work in the mid-30s where he quickly began 
devouring every available source on the U.S. 
Navy and becoming his service’s top expert in 
the process.

As Mr. Martinez noted, Yoshikawa’s 
remarkable intelligence coup at Pearl Harbor 
violated no U.S. laws. His success came from 
what today’s intelligence professionals call 
“open source” collection. Using rented planes, 
he flew over U.S. Army Air Corps installa-
tions recording such things as types and num-
bers of aircraft, and repair facilities. Posing 
as a passenger aboard the Navy’s tugboat, he 
studied anchorage and ship locations all the 
while eavesdropping on casual conversations 

Robert L. Shivers

In recognition of Robert L. Shivers for 
undaunted courage and leadership 
under fire that he demonstrated as the 
Special Agent in Charge of the FBI’s 
Honolulu Division on December 7, 
1941 and during the perilous weeks 
that followed.

This plaque further honors Mr. 
Shivers for his heroic protection of 
thousands of Japanese men, women 
and children residing in the Hawaiian 
Islands from arrest and wartime 
internment.

Presented this day, December 7, 
2016, to the men and women of the 
Honolulu Division of the FBI by the 
Society of Former Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

“When Destiny Commands”
by Ray Batvinis (1972-1997), Society Historian

going on around him for valuable nuggets of information. And then there was his 
scrutiny of local newspapers reporting the daily departures and arrivals of navy ships, 
which he then matched with data collected from his second floor apartment window 
overlooking Pearl Harbor.  

Just hours after the attack, FBI Agents assisted by the Honolulu Police Depart-
ment rounded up the entire consulate staff and quarantined them until their later 
removal to the mainland. In 1942, they were repatriated to Japan as part of a diplomat 
exchange with no one ever suspecting the truth about “Mr. Morimura.” After reclaim-
ing his true identity back in Tokyo, Yoshikawa resumed his intelligence work in the 
new war environment.

In my follow-on remarks, I tried to build on Mr. Martinez’s presentation by 
describing the difficult mission Robert L. Shivers faced in Hawaii. I reminded the 
audience that while U.S. military intelligence officials questioned the loyalty of the 
Japanese community in Hawaii, so too did Yoshikawa. In a 1960 memoir about his 
Honolulu mission, he suggested that Hawaii should have been the “easiest place” to 
conduct espionage with such a large Japanese population. What he found was just the 
opposite. “These men of influence and character who might have assisted me in my 
secret mission” he wrote, “were unanimously uncooperative.” 

I ended with the thought that as the awful day approached, both the Japanese 
and U.S. governments did agree on one thing — neither trusted the Japanese com-
munity in Hawaii. Winston Churchill once said that when destiny commands — we 
must obey. Looking back today over the span of three quarters of a century, we now 
recognize that it was the destiny of an FBI Agent from Tennessee who saw beyond the 
irrational fears and prejudices of his fellow countrymen and in the end made the right 
call. 

Following our formal remarks, the Society presented the Honolulu Division with 
a plaque honoring Mr. Shivers for his contributions to our nation’s history. We can all 
take pride in the fact that on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor 
attack, this simple marker will be mounted in a place of honor. For years to come, 
it will serve as a continual reminder for all FBI employees and visitors of one man’s 
integrity, sense of fairness and human compassion. 
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Opening Soon!
2017 Scholarship Applications 

The on-line application process for the 2017-18 scholarships will soon open. Visit our website at http://www.socxfbi.org/
page/Scholarships for eligibility details and registration. Only students who have not received a scholarship from the Foundation 
in previous years will be considered.

Requirements include:
•  A minimum 3.2 GPA for Leadership and Financial Need scholarships; and a minimum 2.5 GPA for a Skilled Trades 

scholarship.
•  A two-page, double-spaced essay. The 2017 essay topic is: My aspirations and how I am preparing for them.
•  Start identifying your references now! Two on-line references will be required — one from an educator who can speak on 

behalf of your academics within the last 24 months; and one from a community service member or employer you have 
worked for within the last 24 months.

The application deadline is Tuesday, February 28, 2017.

For questions or further information contact:
Lysa Price, Foundation Administrator, at 703/291-3736 or email: foundation@socxfbi.org

Today Robert L. Shivers remains a hero to the local Japanese com-
munity and ranks among the most important figures in the history of 
the State of Hawaii.

NOTE: The writer expresses his appreciation to Bryan Tepper, the 
Society’s Honolulu Chapter Chair, and those members who attended 
the ceremony for their contribution to the success of this project.  He 
would also like to thank Jim Burns, the Society’s Pacific Regional Vice-
President.

Daniel Martinez, SAC Paul Delacourt and Ray Batvinis

P H O T O  F RO M  T H E  F I L E s

Clarence M. Kelley and M. Thomas Clark, 1975

Correction
In the November Grapevine’s Member News section, 

the piece on Senior Airman Anthony Oldham should 
have read that he was the grandson of Anthony Oldman, 
not the son. We regret this error. 


