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of their own and that they should also concentrate on 'Y', Ag
regards the latter, they are making a start with monitoring stations.

The Services wish to have links on 8.8. and C.E. lines with
this country, Elmhirst has told them that until they make up their
minds whether they are going to remain within the Commonwealth or
not, such links are out of the question.

I told Elmhirast that we had a perfectly overt representative
in the High Commissioner's office, who was getting on well with
Sanjevi, but that D.I.B. was a mere ghadow of its former self, I
also told him that as soon as the politlicel situation was favourable,
we should be egtablighing a liaison with the Intelligence Buresau in
Pakistan,

2 Elmhirst said that the question of India remaining within

the Commonwealth had been deferred until July. He thought that at
the moment the betting was slightly in favour of thelr remaining in,
if they could find some formula on Irish lines, They realised that
we were their only friends, and it 1s perhaps encouraging that they
had asked him to stay on and had just obtained the gervices of
Admiral Parry to run thelr Navy.

There is no doubt that Nehru, Patel, and the Minister of
Defence are anxious to maintain British connection. Their difficulty
is to put their former policy of "driving the British out of India"
into reverse without losing face,

Elmhirst has had talks since his return both with the
Prime Minister and the Chancellor, who have apparently authorised him
to say, unofficially, that the British Government might consider
gstretching the Constitution if a sultable formula could be found,

e In spite of the situation in Eashmir, relations between Army
officers in Hindustan and Pakistan, and alsp between Civil Servants,
appear to be reasonably good. The antagonistic parties are the
politieclans and the Press.

The Govermment of Indie realiges that if they are going
to hold India together, they have got to be strong, and they are
therefore concentrating on building up their Armed Forces and
Police, They perfectly understand that if a conflict arises
between Hindustan and Paklstan, or even between Hindustan and
Hyderabad, Britigh officers will be ordered to stand down.

118 The members of the Government are bitterly anti-Communist,
particularly Patel, and are prepared todal drastically with any
situation which may arise. Elmhirst himgelf, with full backing,
has got rid of 600 Communists, or suspected Communists, in the Air
Force,

" B Elmhirgt is worried about refusals to allow mwmbers of the
Indian Forces to attend courses over here, Whenever he tries, he
is always told that there is Top Secret material which could not be
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in support of Tito.

As to the timing of this particular incident, Peake could gilve
no explanation, It was, however, clear that thinge had been boliling
up for some considerable time, " ( It may be that Moscow felt that
a show-down was necessary before the Jugo-Slav Communst Party Conference,
which might have provided a focal point for the dissemination of
Jugo-Slavia's point of view and extended the schism to other countries).

Peake thought that there were two main causes of the trouble, Fimtly,
a clash of personalities, and secondly a divergence of views on
foreign policy. On the perscnalities side, there was every indication
that Tito was becoming more and more a Prima Donna, His photograph
had even been displayed alongside that of Stalin at a Communiat Youth
Congress in Calcutta, It might be that the leading men in Russle under
Stalin - Shdanov, Malenkov, Beria, Molotov, etc., - felt that when Stalin
went the centre of gravity wight pass from Moscow to Belgrade, and that
something should therefore be done during Stalin's lifetime to discregit
Tito,

Oon matters of foreign policy Moscow and the Jugo-8lavs had for
some time falled to see eye ito eye. Tito obviously wished to head
a Balkan federation, and Dmitrov had dlready been rebuked for thinking
on similar lines. Moscow wished to bargain Jugo-Slavia's interests in
Trieste for advantages they hoped to receive elsewhere, while in his
agslstance to the Greek rebeid, Tito had been moved by a desire for a
Balkan Federated Macedonia and the power politics of the Eastern Bloc,
rather than by international conslderations.

Peake sald that an incident,hwhichche did not altogether understand
at the time, had, in the light of developments become highly
significant, In October, 1947, he was at a diplomatic party, when the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs said to him that after careful
coneideration Marshal Tito had decified that the visit of an lmportant
personage should take place, Peake did not know at firat what he was
talking about and finally had to ask him to whom he referred. He
replied "Montgomery". It now seemed evident that Tito could not
gstomach the ideas of* Montgomery going to Moscow and not golng to Belgrade,

Peake is quite convinced that even if Stalin were to descend from
the clouds in & white robe and say: "What is all this ridiculous sugbble
about?", of even if there some approach from Tito's side, (both of
which eventualities he regards as extremely unlikely), there would be
no real degree of confidence between the leaders of the two countries.
That he regards as gone forever, This does not, however, mean that
Tito will abandon his present Communist policy, except in so far as he
may be forced away from it by both internal and external conslderations,
Peake thinks that he will, if anything, intensify his grip on the
country if only to show that his brand of Communism is the right one
and that the Russians are the Right Deviationists,

The Military Attache said that the Jugo-Slav Army conslsted of
30 Divigiona, which wereiequipped about fifty-fifty with Russian material,
They could on mobilisation put about 1,000,000 men into the field, .

/Whole Regiments and
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. Dere Hamblen came to talk to me about the case of

TULLOCH., late of Force 136, who is believed by the Hurmese
CEverrmént to be intrigueing with the Karens. H e hqd been_
in communication from Calcutta with one,  CAMPBELL, a Journalist
in Rangoon. CAMPRELL had also been in Force 136. Both of them
had been given away by a rather unpleasant cherac?gr called
SYMONS, who is a steward on one of the £.0.A.C. flgng boats
to the Far East. SYMONS had been asked by CAMPRELL to carry lett
to TULLOCH, which he had opened and handed over copies to the
Burmese authorities. I n conseruence CAMPBELL had been arrested,

to the embarrassment of H.M.G

R.J. M aunsell and 0ldfield discussed with me the case
of A eX-o.1.M.E. agent who has been in touch with
Jewlsh intelligence. Oldfield and Scherr are going to work
out details together and pass the case to S.1.M.I. for
exploltation 1f possible.

I have given Vapn.Meylend Notes on Munitions Secrutiy
and particulars of a new contract which our supply departments
propose to have in future when placing secret contradts.

Van Moyland 1s anxiious to have this information as a
committee is sitting in Holland to frame legislation for the
safeguarding of secret contracts.

Incidentally, the Dutech are framing a lsw to prohibit
the issue of a passport to any Dutch subject who is thought
to eanstitute a danger to the State. This will cover
Communists. ;| T i
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At the J.I1.C. to-day Kenneth Strong talked about the
marked eagerness of Russiz to obtain rubber, for which they
were offering very high prices. He thinks, from the point
of view of war, this may have a long-term significance.

D.M.I. drew attention to the fact that the present
M’etric system did not cover the W estern Union Commanders-in-
Chief organisation recently set up. It was realised that this
ralsed a very difficult and delicate situation, since if the
'\ latter organisation was to work at all, obviously they would have
‘ to be briefed on the Order of Battle and other highly secret
matters. The SIGINT aspect of this problem is to be discussed
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at the next meeting of the SICINT Board. Hayter drew attention

to the unsatisfactory corposition of the Metric Committee, which .
conslists largely, of course, of diplomats instead of security
personnel. O n the basis of a memorandum we have submitted, he
intends to raise the matter through the Foreign wecretary.

There wars general sympathy with a pro 2
3 & 53 | a proposal put forwatd
by A .C.A.8. (IY thoty-since the movements of our Attaches in

Moscow had now- been'almost totally restricted, similar tactics
should be emploved here, even thhugh they might not be particulerly
effective.

Although the Foreign Secretary has set his face agailnst
reteliation on similar matters, an attempt 1s to be made to get
him to modify his views.

Broadly, the proposal is that all diplomatic personnel
should be instructed to report their movements 1if they wish to go
outside the thirty mile radius. There may also be other
restrictions. The Home Office are to be consulted.

A s regards the Trade Delegation, it was felt that it would
be difficult to recuest any redutcion of staff as long as it was the
policy of the Government to trade with Russila. The number of
eighty was not considered to be excessive for a State trading
organisatio. It was pointed.out, moreover, that unless the

Russians were given facilities for inspecting the goods which .
they purchased in this country, cases arose of their alleging

that the goods did not come up to specification and refusing to

pay. There was, therefore, some advantage ingetting a certificate

from Russian inspectors in London before the goods were despatched.

I told the meeting that the Russians were in touch with
some 21/ firms, 8 of which had secret contracts, but that @e had
no evidence of esvionage by members of the Delegaztion, although we
regarded it as axiomatic that they would pick up a certain amount
of date off the surface. We did not know what actual business
resulted from the various contacts that the R ussiens made.

'C!' saild that General Nye had got an undertaking from the
Prime Minister that no & .S. activities would be carried out in
I ndisa. Representations have been made to the Forelgn Secretary, .
but the latter declined to intervene.,

The J.I1.C. decided to inform the Chiefs of Staff of the
position. The Ds. of I. will suggest to the Chiefs that they
might get hold of Nye and tegl him that, a2s he has thrown & spanner
into their works, they would be interested to know how he was
intending to fill the gap.

I told the meeting about our negotiations with Ahmed.
'C' mentioned that he too had had conversations, and that he hoped.
in due course that he might be able to establish himself with the
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concurrence of the local authorities.

D.M.I. mentioned that Pakistan is extremely apprehensive abou
an attack by India. He wondered what we were doing about
supplying Pakistan with arms. 1f we did not,.he thought they
might well go to the Russians.

Negotlations for Beach reconnaissance in Eire have been
successfully concluded between G.0.C. Northern Irelsnd and
MeKenna.

I attended a lunch at the Dorchester for the Securilty
representatives with Gordon Walker Imxkhex@mzirx, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary to the C.R.0O., in the chair.

At the J.I.€. I had been shown, by 'C' and Hayter, pieces
indicating that Balley, the Australian colicitor-general,
had lunched yesterday with VORONIN of the Soviet Embassy and
PRITT 1In his room at the Savoy Hotel. Hayter sat next to
Balley at the lunch and thre w a fly over him, but got no
rise. 1t was agreed that we would look into the matter.

Harry, Vickery and I had a meeting with General . Cawthorn
and .Ahmed. We told Cawthorn that in our view™ ™ Tt“would be
preferable for us to conduct a liaison with Ahmed and to trust
to his good offices to pass on to the Pakistan D.M.I. any
information which might concern him. Cawthorn was at first a
little difficult about this, as his blueprint lays down that the
military are responsible for their own security and, Indeed, in
some measure counter-espionage within the Forces. Harry
successfully rode him off by saying that his officers in London
should establish contact with the securlity officers of the three
Services. This view was finally accepted.

For minutes of = folder in
cec'!'s eupbhoard.
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Vickery came to discuss a letter which Admiral Parry
hes written to the D.G., in which he announced that an official
recuest from the Minister of Defence in Indlaz has come in to
the P.M. throuzh Krishna Menon for somebody to go out and put the
cervices and D.I.E straight on matters of security. IC 18 ot
clear whether this has been done with the knowledge of D.I .B.,
and evidently Parry has forgotten that we have a liaison officer
in Delhi. Moreover, it is a bhad idea to put anything through
Krishna Menon.

Viekery thinlizs that as the request has already been made,
there i1s nothing that we can do until it reaches us. We w1ll
then suggest that if the Services want assistance they will do
better to send officers over here, since the Job is obviously
one that they will have to do themselves.

27th October.

At the J.l1.C. Lo~ day Sir Marston Logan said that W oolley ,
Governor of British Gulana, is worried about security in his
area. I told Marston Logan that I had seen Page in Washington
and tha* he had suvzested that we should re-establish ourselvesy

I discussed this with the D.G., who agreed that until
something 1s done about the Police we should probably be wasting
our time. We thrught that it should be the. first tssk of the
newly appointed Colonial Police Inspector to wvisit the Caribbean
area, and I suggested that possibly Thistlethwaite might go
round with him. A s soon as we could get the Police on their
feet, we would consider sending an officer to Jamaica, whom Page
wes vu*te ready to have on his staff.

Ay TN

s et

Logan viewed this proposal with fQVﬂur anﬂ suﬂ efigd thlt

we should initiate discussions with lovﬂw*“V}ﬂﬁfwau_

) $ . h ' .5"|¢‘-:' C_,_.a(' 2-(-) l \
I had a dis sion with Max Xnight, Itene - ﬂnd Crmming.
about a propo 50 prov1de the Communwct Party with a sultable

maggnt_in_M.I“__ The iInitiative had come from the C.P.

I pointed out that the proposal was a difficult and delicate
one, since sooner or later it would be difficult for us to conceal
names and to refuse a certain amount of information wilthout




Jeopardising the agent's position. If these difficulties
could be got round, I was all in favour of goilng ahead.

The proposal is that M-7 should apply for an intelligence
Job in the event of war, through A.G.23; he might then be
notionally taken on in Cookie's Port and Travel Control Group.
This would ‘have the effect of Keeping the ball rolling and might
draw the C.P. in an interesting way. |

_2' 8 th - _Q-.Cﬁt Ob er s

Roger has completed his note on the lmplications of the
Domiﬂlggﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁféﬁy Conference on our relations with..S.I.9.
He thinks that not only $HBUTd we control  tha proposed section
for the study of Russian and satellite intelligence services, but
that we should seek a revision of our Charter, which would give
us the right to establish posts abroad where it is prof'itable to
do $0. He feels that, apart from our own responsbidities, we
have a very definite one to the Dominions in the matter of keeping
them Informed about Russian activities. He feels, too, that the
Benelux countries are esually important to us from a defence
securlty point of view, and that, therefore, direct contact with

them 1s essential.

Personally I entirely agree with him, although it is difficul!
to say whether it is expedient to take the bull by the horns.
Roger argues that the moment is opportune in view of the Prime
Minister's interest in the Dominions Securlty Conference, and the
efforts that are being made to improve Benelux security.

Hill came to tell me that he had had a request from
Johnny Cimperman for informatinn about XIIH. It seems that
Carey Foster has spoken to some securlty officer in the American
Embassy about XKUH on the basis of our information, and has said
that M.I.5 would provide further particulars.
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. I rang up Hayter and pointed out to him how undesirable

this was. Hayter said thct he had just had a drc”t letter

put before him from Carey Foster to Irvine. He agreed with me

that it would bz extremely difficult, and probably undesirable
to take any drastic steps about KUH, and he felt th-t we should
reply to Cimperman that the approach made to the American Embassy
was only on a very low level and that he had better, therefore,
forget about it.

We considered a note by Stephens on West Africa, which

showed the places that he had visited. ™H&™had; 0 course, seen
all the Governors and Police of the four colonies. He had also
made contact with the French in Dakar and Bragzaville and with
the Belgians in the Congo and in leopoldville. He found them
all co-operative. He seems to have got a somewhat alarmist

view about the whole situation in West Africa. Although his fears
may be well-founded, it 1s not very clear to me on what they

are based! His first difficulty is over staff. He needs an
assistant and =zt least two members of the female staff. We are
having great difficuTty in getting volunteers. He has got the
Governors to impose censorsh*p, but he would like a representative
from the Post Df‘ice with the necessary e-uilpment, to show them
how to do the job. This was agreed. He was also anxious .
for a Czech speaker, who could translate any correspondence
intercepted between the Bata Shoe Company and Prague. It was
felt that this was hardly- justifiable at the present stage; it

seemed that we should probably intercept a good deal of the
correspnndence hetwenn Wlest Africa and Prague which was routed
through this country, and that for the rest it would be better

to send it back here for translation. I1f it eppeared that any-
thing serious was golng on, we could reconsider the cuestion of
sending out a Czech tr&nslafor Lt was, however, agreed that there
should bhe periodical conferences between Fast and me.;t Africa,
particularly since there would be cohtact with the Congo from
West Africa and also from Salisbury.

FFor minutes of the D.G's meeting held to-day, see folder
in D.G Sec's cupboard.

The D.G. has ruled that I am to look after the Police Diaison
Officers, who will henceforth be detached from S.L. R.,althOl”h
in their spare time they can take on any jobs that Hill may have.




A Mr. Keith STEPHENS, recommended by Nott-BowgrP came .
to see me He"wants employment. He made a good 1mpre§s%0n,
he is)an old Wykehamist and has taken a good degree in history

and modern languages.

3th November.

I lunched with Auberon Herbert. He 1s now secrgt?rgr i3
of almost every Anglo=-Po6lish committee. He was worried abou
what he described as deliberate interfegence Wlﬁh‘POlfg igep

. - T W ~ . A -~ ™ YT - e f_“J 3 E‘] | = X WK L
South Wales mines, anu.atiemytS.LJ thol.etmen nion
Poles out of seamens' Jjobs in Liverpool.

I said that if he would get the facts down for me on
paper, 1 would look into 1t and see what could be done.

I saw Johnson with the D.G. The former is the new
Inspector General ™of Police attached to the Colonial Office.
We discussed his future work. It was agreed that,subject to
Colonial Office approval, he should go first to the Caribbenn,
which he could visit with Thistle, and secondly to West Africa.
He i1s coming here to study our files.

Mann came to see me. I gave him a general talk about
Russia and explained to him why all the machinery was being
overhauled. There was a good deal of uncertainty in Police
circles, largely due to the Home Office having called together
a few C.Cs some months ago, when things in Berlin were boiling
up. Other Chief Constables, of course, heard about this and.
on the basis of a little knowledge, were talking in rather 2
alarmist way. I told Mann exactly what we were doing and what
we required of the Police.

4th November.

The following points emerged at a conference of Immigration
Officers which I attended last weelk.,

i 7 Iraffic Index.
There are now 1,800,000 cards and each clerk has to deal

with a block of 40,000 in the live index. Great difficulty is
experienced over Belgian and Duteh names, particularly in the cases




of women, who frecduently use their married name on th,
passport and thelr maiden name on the landing or embarkation card.

I am suggesting to Perks that, ac are now clﬁser to the
”elfiﬂnq and Dutch on account of The'ﬂ :tv
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192,
Au*“J'w"W“ O anyobody else could say would ever get it out of
his hesad, Neverthele: 15 lt,LJ._ Burt that I would like him to .
Pﬁnul & note of‘r11xxf ﬁn.szwlfwmd and IFolkes before he went out,
This would show him quite clearly that M.I.5. had no responsibility
whatsoever for sending out either Mawhnod or Folkes, or for their
subsequent métions, If he got an opportunity of ramming this
home during his visit it would be all to the good,

» 1
!

-
|
e

Burt haod seen quite a lot of Qu Plooy, whom he thought
wars nervous about his position., S 8

- I saw Kiph¥#=Gresn and told him that he would in ffuture
be working direct Lo me, but dhat I would like him to help Hill
whenever this was possible, He said that he thought he would have
plenty to do for the next few months in getting the Police on the
right lines, but that later on he would have timé on his hands,

11lth November,

I saw Newsam about two Ha0.Ws on Scottish Nationalists.
I gave him full detals, showing that these ieollﬂ were implicated
with Welsh Nationalists in preparing bombs which they intended to

use sometime in December. , .

lewsam was fully satisfied and intended to speak to the
Home Secretary,

I then told Newsam about the case of the Hungerian,
NAGY., for whom asylum in this country had been promised by Maxwell,
Newsam agreed and asked me to arrange details with Paice,

LY ~

Charles, Harry Allen, Dick and I saw GOVE to-day. His
experience after he left us was largely with ?T%Tﬁ'uecurity
Sections in Germany and he seems to have moved about all over the
country.. ie refused an offer to go to C.C.G, on ﬁemnbi]iqqtion,
br:,r"\uwﬂ most of his friends had then left that organisation. He
was offered a job in P,C.D., which took him first of all to Paris
for about six months and then to Frankfurt, where he has been ever
since, He has recently married a girl in P.C,D,, and his reason
for wishing to go to {GHV“‘i that she should be with her mother,
who 1s somewhat failing | udlth.

We made 1t quite clear to GOVE that if he joined the

. ' Al e ~11e manteoeas *het+t he we ~ .
Security Service there could be no guarantee that he would go
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Jack Morton and Kellar are both back. We had a long
conference with the D.G. and Dick White, when Kellar explained
all his difficulties. It appears that Malcom MacDonald was
conslderably worried by the fact that his telegram criticising
Sel.F.E, had been passed on to S.I.S. and had resulted in a
demand by the local S.I.S. representative to see a copy of the
telegram, MacDonald maintained that it was confidential, and
that he was only thinking aloud., The Commanders-in-Chief. .
had subsequently heard of the telegram and had taken serious
umbrage at the criticisms of an organisation which they regarded
as being in part responsible to them, .

Kellar has made it abundantly clear that the criticisms
which MacDonald has made should be directed to his own Special
Branches, which are primerily responsible for collecting the
information which he requires, Appreciations can only be made
- on the basis of good information.

MacDonald's other criticism is that S.I.F.E. contains
no South East Aslia experts. Kellar has, I think, persuaded
him that such qualifications are not necessary in the Head of
S.I.F.E., and that intelligence experience and powers of organisation

are more important.

MacDonald had clearly got a wrong idea as to the role of
S.I.FeE,, which is concerned with the collation of intelligence

over a much wider area,

There is a meeting about to take place of the Defence
Committee as to whether any review of Intelligence organisations
in the Far East is necessary. If so, a further meeting will be
held on the 20th January, which the D.G. may have to attend,
Meanwhile we are consulting with S.I.S. in order to obtain thelr

agreement to the secondment of one of their officers to S.I.F.E.
in order that all reports on security intelligence can be
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co=ordinated on the same basls as those in the Middle East,

It 1s also proposed that the Head of S.I.F.E. should speak for
SeleSs in security intelligence matters only. It will be for
consideration in our discussions with S.I.S., which cmncern our
relations generally, whether we should not be allowed to have
represéntation in places like Bangkok,if we think such an
arrangement might give valuable results.

Morton will establish himself in London and work at
Head Office for a couple of months,. He will then go out
and visit the while of his parish before he takes over from

Kellar.

There 1s no doubt that MacDonald has lost his head
about Dalley, as he now has nobody who comes and whispers things
intohis ear. The basic fact is that M,S,S, had no concrete
Tacts to guide them and that Dalley's advice might wkll have
been extremely misleading. Until the S.B.s get on their feet-
this may take some time - MacDonald is not likely to get the
information he requires. What 1s certain is that Dalley's
pregence in the area would constitute a serious menace to
the building up of any solid intelligence organisation. He 1is
far too much of an intriguer and his judgement is faulty.

I told the D.G. that in my view it would be a goed
thing 1f it were made clear to Dalley, and to everyone in the
Far East, that there was: no intention of re-employing him in
that area, Kellar agrees with. this, since it is clear that
certain elements in M.S.S. are being unce-operative and preo-
Dalley, as they feel that if Dalley returns they would have an
opportunity of jolning his staff, There is no doubt that
Livett and Blades are being extremely petty and ebstructive.
Gray 1s wholly ceo-eperative,

There is no doubt that Kellar has dene an extremely
good Jjeb in very difficult circumstances, He thinks that
whlle there are some extrenely goed officers in S:I.F.E., there
is a tendency to make stupid criticisms of Head Office and to .
leelationism in a small European community. Therc seems to be
a reluctance to get out and meet local Malays and Chinese. Thisg
is understandable, as mest of our officers live tegether and
many eof them have families, while the single officers have te
entertain the female gtaff. Kellar take&s a poer view eof

who is inclined to sit in his effice and wait fer

M.3.S. reperts te fall inte his tray instead of going eut to get
them, In Heng Keng and Rangoon he thinks the .situation 1isg
entirely satisfacteory. The Ambassador 1is extremely pleased with
Jehn Harrlsen, and beth Alan Reger and Carrell are deing very

well in Heng Keng.

I had a leng talk with Jack MortonEgpput?@ggg,{??iﬁiféwuw
ls no doubt that he has goet a very goed org@ﬁiéafﬁﬁnfEﬂinSHﬁﬂ@ﬁfW
. has the respect of everyene in the area, ; FAREMENT UNDER SECTION |
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He thinks that Philip Ray
will de well, but he has urged him te take g greater part in the socish

life of Baghdad. His paper work is exceltent, but he ought te meet
more people, Morton thinks that he will deo this new that he is head
of the station, and that his wife will be g great help to him,

The Iraquis have brought off an excellent ceup in arresting
seme 160 members of the Communist Party, including the Executive
Committee while in sesgsion, They were able to do thig owing to
a denunciation by a dissident Arab group, The activities of the
Party were more widespread than was expected and the Russian Legation
1s definitely invelved. It was working through a small group eof
Armenians and had lines in most directions, including Kurdish circles,

Jlst December,
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"‘ I had a talk with .-Skardon about the MEREDITH case, On
information that we obtained from WEISS some time &go, we knew
that MEREDITH was associated with Major VERNON and Flora WOODMAN
in giving information to the Russians.

It was decided to ask MEREDITH to come to the Police Station
and then request him to tell us whether hisg loyalties lay. At
the outset £ the interview was extremely sticky. MEREDITH
questioned our right to summon him to a Police Station or to ask
him about his loyalties. It was only then that Skardon outlined
to him his association with WEISS over a period of four years.

He began by denials, but when shown a photograph and further
detalls, sald that he did not wish to talk except in the presence
of a solicitor, Skardon told him that he had a perfect right to
demand & solicitor, and they by various means induced him to

think that it might be better if he gave a free and frank account
of his association with WEISS, At the outset he did not wish

to implicate others, but when it became apparent to him that their
names might well be known to Skardon, he came entirely clean.

MEREDITH's story confirmed in every detail what we already
knew, He said tlat he had given such information as was naturally
in his possession to the Russians, as he disliked our vascillating
policy towards the Nazis., Moreover, he had faith in the Russian
system, He was horrified when told that WEISS was a German, and
he said: "Do you mean to say I was giving information to the
Germans?", Skardon confined himself to pointing out that once you
gave information to a foreigner who had not got the interests of
this country at heart,you might be giving it to anybody.

Skardon then asked him where-hisiloyaltieéegs=1lay in the event
of war with Russia., He said that he would feel bound to be a
conscientious objector, although he felt entirely patridtic to
his own country, THEXPEARIAXTOEXAREE

The reason for this enquiry at the moment is that MEREDITH, =
who 1s a highly qualified technician, is required by his form to
work on some secret project, Skardon takes the view that, in
view of his unique qualifications, he should bé&’allowed to do the
work, He 1s not a member of the Communist Party, according to
his own statement, and our records, and has never been one, He
18 deeply interested in his work and does not normally engage in

polities,.

Skardon thinks that in the event of war, he would get a
perfectly frank statement from MEREDITH as to wherechelstood,

We shall have to put the flacts to the Ministry of Supply

and let them make up their own minds. On the whole I think I
should be prepared to take a chance, although it is difficult to
@ say without actually having seen the man himself,
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I have been reviewing the War Book. There are various "
points which need amendment. The Foreign Office are put down as
directing and financing R.S.S., and there is no mention of the
department responsible for seeing that wireless in Embassles is
dismantled and that Embassy staffs are isolated.

When this book has been finalised, we shall have to get out
our own book and then consider the expansion of each section and
the individuals by name whom we intend to fill the various posts.
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